
ana.org.    

Operationally, Canadiana.org 

sustains and grows the digitiza-

tion project Early Canadiana 

Online, a website and digital 

library; and a distributed archiv-

ing  and  preservation  program 

                                (see page 2)  

On February 18, 2009 Canadi-

ana.org welcomed Mr. Ron 

Walker as Interim Executive 

Director.  As a consultant, Mr. 

Walker recently worked with 

the Canadiana.org Executive 

Directors to develop the organi-

y`shnmƍr uhrhnm `mc atrhmdrr

plan.  This plan was accepted by 

the Board of Directors in De-

cember 2008.  The vision of 

Canadiana.org is: 

It is vital to have a Canadian 

vision to present our cultural 

and scientific heritage in its 

bilingual and multicultural 

variety to our citizens and to 

the world, and to develop a 

comprehensive plan to pro-

vide Canadian Society with 

enduring digital access to that 

heritage. This is the mission of 

Canadiana.org. 

Interim Executive Director Mr. 

Walker will now forge ahead 

using the approved business 

plan to advance a goals-based 

delivery strategy that will de-

lineate the Canadiana.org digiti-

zation advocacy role known as 

Digitization Preservation and 

Access (DPA).  

President John Teskey stated 

that, as Interim Execu-

tive Director, Mr. 

Walker will have the 

benefits and the ease of 

working alongside both 

the directors and the 

Canadiana.org staff so as 

to achieve the best re-

sults.  

Longtime Canadiana.org 

Executive Director Mag-

dalene Albert will now 

be Director of Opera-

tions. The Director of 

Operations is responsi-

ble for the day-to-day 

operations of Canadi-

C a n a d i a n a . o r g  

R o n  W a l k e r  n a m e d   
I n t e r i m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Canadiana.org Digital Collection Builder  
M ARK  JORDAN , Head of Library Systems    mjordan@sfu.ca  
W.A.C. Bennett Library, Simon Fraser University (Burnaby)  

Manager, Digital Collection Builder Project  

In 2009 Canadiana.org plans to 

release the Digital Collection 

Builder, an open-source applica-

tion that allows libraries and 

other heritage institutions to 

make their unique digitized 

collections available to the 

world.  

The Builder is the continuation 

of the AlouetteCanada Metadata 

Toolkit, originally funded under 

a grant (2007-2008) from the 

Canadian Culture Online pro-

gram of Canadian Heritage. The 

AlouetteCanada Toolkit soft-

ware components were not 

completed by the end of the 

funding period. However, in 

2008 Canadiana.org, in conjunc-

tion with the BC Electronic 

Library Network (BC ELN), 

raised funds to hire Artefactual 

Systems to  add features to the 

software. 

Artefactual Systems, a Van-

couver-based digital archives   

consultancy, collaborated with  

the AlouetteCanada (see page 2) 
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David S. Crawford,  

Emeritus Librarian,  

McGill University  

encourages use of  

Early Canadiana Online -   

Health & Medicine  

Collection. (page 5)  

Ron Walker and Magdalene 

Albert, Canadiana.org.  



(from page 1)   with partner 

libraries, archives, and muse-

ums.  Ms. Albert expressed 

her satisfaction with the reor-

ganization and welcomed Mr. 

V`kjdqƍr atrhmdrr `btldm-  

Mr. Walker brings to Canadi-

ana.org over 37 years of ex-

perience in the information 

technology industry with 

senior management experi-

ence in both government and 

private organizations.  As an 

entrepreneur he has founded 

and operated successful prod-

uct and services technology 

companies. Mr. Walker 

gained experience in the docu-

mentary heritage sector 

working as a business consult-

ant for both Libraries and 

Archives Canada and Canadi-

ana.org. He developed the 

funding documentation for 

the AMICAN Trusted Digi-

tal Preservation Infrastructure 

initiative. Working for the 

Canada Project he developed 

a Technical Infrastructure 

Whitepaper, a High-level 

Project Plan, a Digitization 

Scoping/Costing Model, De-

livery Strategies and initial 

Business Case analysis. He 

delivered a Business Plan in 

2008 that merged the former 

AlouetteCanada goals with 

Canadiana.org to deliver its 

new vision and mandate.  < 

R o n  W a l k e r  C O  I n t e r i m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r   

C a n a d i a n a . o r g  D i g i t a l  C o l l e c t i o n  B u i l d e r  

- The Collection Builder 

supports leading metadata 

formats including Dublin 

Core, MODS, and EAD and 

common document formats 

such as still images, video/

audio, and basic multipage 

documents 

- The end user interface 

offers a robust hierarchy 

browser for navigating 

within structured docu-

ments as well as narrower/

broader controlled vocabu-

laries 

- The Collection Builder 

will support the OAI meta-

data harvesting protocol, 

and will feature easy export-

ing of metadata for use in 

the Canadiana.org discovery 

portal. 

The  Digital Collection 

Builder uses the same technol-

ogy as many other popular 

open source applications such 

as Wordpress and Drupal, 

specifically PHP and MySQL.  

It can run in a wide variety of 

server environments.  Any 

institution that can host PHP 

and MySQL is able to host 

the Digital Collection 

Builder. Institutions unable to 

support that required infra-

structure can choose to run 

the Digital Collection Builder 

on a commercial web hosting 

service.  Once the Digital 

Collection Builder is running, 

ongoing administration sim-

ply requires someone willing 

to perform basic configura-

tion tasks. 

Plans are for the development 

work on the Collection 

Builder to be completed this 

spring, and supported by a 

2009 public launch.  Addi-

tional work associated with 

this launch includes, in bilin-

gual format, creation of a 

website for the software, de-

veloping a user guide, and 

developing training materials 

that can be used by groups 

across the country.  < 

(from page1) Toolkit team 

on the software to develop a 

standard platform to manage 

many of the functions com-

mon to library and archival 

tasks involved in putting local 

content online.  Artefactual 

went on to develop its own 

version of this platform into 

ICA -AtoM, and released ver-

sion 1.0 at the International 

Bntmbhk nm @qbghudrƍ `mmt`k

meeting in July, 2008 at Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia.  

Recent funding from Canadi-

ana.org and the BC ELN will 

allow for the completion of 

software functionality of this 

open-source application that 

is more focused on how li-

braries and museums tend to 

organize and describe digital 

collections. 

The Canadiana.org Digital 

Collection Builder will have 

the following features: 

-  One instance of the Col-

lection Builder will support 

multiple collections, and can 

be themed to reflect a local 

hmrshstshnmƍr aq`mchmf 

Once the Digital 

Collection Builder 

is running, ongoing 

administration 

simply requires 

someone willing to 

perform basic 

configuration tasks. 
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Judi McNeil  

For Judi, two sessions stood 

out. The first was a panel 

session on a new classification 

system in development at 

Markham Village Library, a 

branch of Markham Public 

Libraries (MPL). They are 

developing a classification 

system loosely based on 

Dewey. The goal is to ensure 

that locating material in the 

library is more intuitive for 

customers. The new system, 

Customer Centered Classifi-

cation (C3), has subject cate-

gories, is browseable, and 

allows for self-service.  

At this time, only the nonfic-

tion section of the library is 

in C3. Markham Village Li-

brary plans to develop the 

bghkcqdmƍr rdbshnm mdws- Sgd

classification for both of the 

children and adult sections 

will be the same; however, 

sgd bghkcqdmƍr rdbshnm vhkk trd

child friendly names for the 

subjects. According to tests 

per formed us ing  two 

branches -- one using C3 and 

one using Dewey -- the time 

spent retrieving material in 

the C3 branch was three 

times faster, and the shelving 

rates were five times faster. 

For Markham Village Library 

this meant that its staff could 

roam the floor working di-

rectly with customers. They 

are happy with their system 

and hope to deploy it 

th roughout  the  MPL 

branches. 

Also noted by the panel was 

the success of the Angus Glen 

Library within the MPL sys-

tem. Opened in 2005, usage at 

this branch is 50% higher 

than other branches in the 

MPL system.  Angus Glen is 

modeled on the Chapters 

d e s i g n  w h i c h  m e a n s 

Əldqbg`mchyhmfƐ sgd l`sdqh`k+

in part through the innova-

tive use of  Əonvdqv`kkr-Ɛ 

When contacted later Diane 

Macklin, Marketing & Pro-

gramming Strategist for 

Markham Public Libraries, 

explained that the Angus 

Fkdm g`r s`jdm Ə` mdv btr,

tomer-centered approach to 

library service.  Key features 

include self-service, computer 

lab, study rooms, a café, fire-

side lounges, wireless internet 

access and merchandized li-

brary collections. Markham 

Village Library built on these 

Angus Glen Library innova-

tions and this has included 

their development of C3. We 

credit the increased usage at 

Angus Glen to our service 

hmmnu`shnmr-Ɛ 

Judi came away with the fol-

lowing questions regarding 

C3:  

Will more libraries create 

their own classification?  

What will the consequences 

be?  

Will customers be able to 

navigate the various sys-

tems if this trend spreads to 

other public libraries? 

The second session that stood 

out for Judi was Will Richard-

son on the education system 

and how it does not prepare 

children for the new reality of   

(see page 4)  

Arkéos, recherche anthropologiques, Montréal 

AhakhnsgĀptd Bgqhrsh`m Qnx+ Kƍ@rrnloshnm+ Ptāadb 

Grant MacEwan College Library, Edmonton  

Oshawa Public Libraries 

Parks Canada, Western and Northern Service Centre, Winnipeg 

Saskatchewan Legislative Library 

E a r l y  C a n a d i a n a  O n l i n e   W e l c o m e s  N e w  S u b s c r i b e r s  

The new system, 

Customer Centered 

Classification (C3), 

has subject 

categories, is 

browseable, and 

allows for self-

service.  
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Ontario Library Association Superconference 2009  You Live, You Learn  

Canadiana.org staff report on OLA, Toronto  
Judi McNeil, Production Coordinator  

and Beth Stover, Collection Development Coordinator  

March 6, 2009  

The Syracuse University 

class blog for the School of 

Information Studies' IST 

677: ñCreating, Manag-

ing and Preserving 

Digital Assets ñ  provides 

a positive review of Early  

Canadiana Online. 

http://ist677 -

2009.blogspot.com/2009/03

/early -canadiana-online.html    



(from page 3)  Web 2.0 or 

Web 3.0. Richardson stated 

that to ensure children can 

filter what they see and make 

informed decisions educators 

must look forward and not 

cling to the systems of the 

past.  Today education not 

only occurs in the classroom, 

it occurs on the WWW where 

people are interacting with 

others in their own specific 

interest groups. Teachers now 

come in any size, age, or from 

any place.  He pointed out 

sg`s sgd xntmfdq fdmdq`shnmƍr

notion of privacy is vastly 

different from that of their 

parents. Parents need to teach 

children how to interact 

safely on the Web and explain 

to them the consequences of 

being too open in their social 

networking sites.  

Beth Stover 

In several of the sessions that 

Beth attended, library person-

nel spoke of ways in which 

they incorporate Web 2.0 

features (i.e. wikis, tagging, 

blogging) into their opera-

tions. For example, the Oak-

ville Public Library online 

catalogue (developed in coop-

eration with Knowledge On-

tario and BiblioCommons) 

allows its users to rate, to 

review books in the collec-

tion, as well as to add tags, 

and connect with other pa-

trons who have similar inter-

ests. It was reported that clas-

sifying books with tags that 

Əl`jd rdmrdƐ q`sgdq sg`m sn

solely rely on the sometimes 

outdated headings created by 

Library of Congress makes 

for easier searching. Through 

such Web 2.0 practices, the 

patron becomes an active 

participant, co-creator and 

consultant, and not simply a 

consumer of information.  In 

return, the library remains 

relevant in the community. 

 Beth was interested to learn 

more about the new Ontario 

Council of University Librar-

ies (OCUL) digital initiative 

that was announced at several 

of the sessions. This is a pro-

idbs sn chfhshyd Nms`qhnƍr fnu,

ernment documents by sev-

eral libraries working in con-

junction with Internet Ar-

chive. Currently, government 

bills and Ministry of Environ-

ment reports are being digi-

tized. Regulations and statutes 

will soon follow.  

Canadiana.org will participate 

in the OCUL project by shar-

ing part of our Upper Canada 

and Province of Canada stat-

utes collections. The images 

will be available through open 

access on Internet Archive. 

www.archive.org  

Keynote speakers were engag-

ing and thought-provoking. 

Economist and urban studies 

theorist Richard Florida 

spoke of the increased role 

sg`s sgd ƏBqd`shud Bk`rrƐ vhkk

play in our economy.  The 

ƏBqd`shud Bk`rrƐ hr l`cd to ne

knowledge workers, intellec-

tuals and various types of 

artists. Creativity, he argued, 

is becoming more valued in 

snc`xƍr rnbhdsx- Nm ` rhlhk`q

note, Dr. Michael Bloom, 

Vice-president, Organiza-

tional Effectiveness and 

Learning, The Conference 

Board of Canada, spoke about 

sgd Bnmedqdmbd An`qcƍr qdbdms

report titled: ƏU`kthmf Btk,

ture: measuring and under-

rs`mchmf B`m`c`ƍr Bqd`shud

Dbnmnlx-Ɛ Using Statistics 

Canada data, Dr. Bloom high-

lighted the increasingly sig-

nificant role that the cultural 

sector plays in the Canadian 

economy.  For instance, in 

2007, 7.4% of GDP or ap-

proximately 84.6 billion dol-

lars were generated by Can-

`c`ƍr `qsr `mc btkstqd hmctr,

tries. He reiterated that crea-

tivity leads to innovation 

which in turn leads to eco-

nomic growth. 

Summary 

Judi and Beth agree that with-

out a doubt those of us in the 

new knowledge industry are 

in an era of change, perhaps 

on the scale of the Industrial 

Revolution. We need to pro-

vide ourselves and the next 

generation with the learning 

and connective tools to work 

within this new reality. Our 

society will change and it 

appears that knowledge work-

ers will be a driving force of 

economic growth.  < 

C a n a d i a n a . o r g  s t a f f  r e p o r t  o n  O L A ,  T o r o n t o   

S u r v e y  o f  D i g i t a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r a c t i c e s  i n  C a n a d a  

It was reported 

that classifying 

books with tags 

sg`s Əl`jd rdmrdƐ

rather than to 

solely rely on the 

sometimes 

outdated headings 

created by Library 

of Congress makes 

for easier 

searching. 
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ada and help to identify areas where there is a 

need to invest in resources and skills. Details of 

individual repositories will not be disclosed. 

Aggregate results will be published in a report 

available on the LAC website in spring/summer 

2009.  < 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?

sm=9hvkog1z94ou1KTnQBb_2bQw_3d_3d  

Library and Archives Canada is conducting a 

survey to determine the digital preservation 

practices and capacities of a sample of institu-

tions across Canada that maintain digital col-

lections of value to the Canadian public.  The 

survey deadline was March 19. The results of 

the survey will provide information about 

current digital preservation capacity in Can-

http://www.archive.org/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=9hvkog1z94ou1KTnQBb_2bQw_3d_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=9hvkog1z94ou1KTnQBb_2bQw_3d_3d


I  
n 1933, Hugh Ernest MacDermot (who 

had been assistant editor of the Canadian 

Medical Association journal since 1924 and 

was to become the editor from 1942-1955) 

compiled a short annotated bibliography of 

Canadian medical periodicals.  

In the introduction to this pamphlet he notes, 

ƏSgd enkknvhmf ahakhnfq`ogx g`r addm oqd,

pared to fill a gap in periodical literature which 

so far has received curiously little attention. 

Perhaps this is because only a comparatively 

rl`kk fqnto ne otakhb`shnmr hr bnmbdqmdc---Ɛ
1

  

L`bCdqlnsƍr rgnqs khrs+ vghbg hcdmshehdc edvdq

than 100 titles published 

up to 1933, included pri-

marily medical titles 

though he also included 

separate lists of periodicals 

in both dentistry (four 

titles) and nursing (four 

titles). In 1934 MacDer-

mot produced a typed 

addendum, listing an addi-

tional six medical titles. 

 In 1955 MacDermot ex-

panded somewhat on the 

history of Canadian medi-

cal publishing.
2 

In this 

article MacDermot esti-

l`sdr sg`s Ə` sns`k ne 61

[medical titles] have ap-

peared in Canada in the 

course of about 128 

xd`qr-Ɛ 'Gd hr bkd`qkx nmkx bntmshmf ƌrsqhbskx

ldchb`k shskdrƍ `mc mns bntmshmf lhmnq shskd

changes.) 

In the mid-1970s Charles Roland and Paul 

Onssdq Əvhsg Cq L`bCdqlnsƍr dmsgtrh`rshb

dmcnqrdldmsƐ qdstqmdc sn sgd ahakhnfq`oghb

study of Canadian medical periodicals and, in 

1979, produced an annotated bibliography that 

listed just over 200 titles.
3

 Their list extended 

to 1975, thus covering the period 1826-1975Ƌ

the first 150 years of Canadian medical journal 

publishing. (The first Canadian medical publi-

cation, Quebec medical journal / Journal de 

médecine du Québec [CIHM 8_05171], published 

the first of its seven issues in January 1826.) 

T 
hough MacDermot had written brief 

annotations for some of the titles he 

listed, Roland and Potter, as it is affec-

tionately known, has far more and far longer 

`mmns`shnmr- Sgd dchsnqr mnsd+ ƏGdqd vd g`ud

allowed ourselves editorial freedom. Annota-

tions have been prepared for those journals 

which seemed obviously important, but other-

wise personal interests 

have determined whether 

or not an annotation has 

been written. In many 

instances a journal editor 

has been allowed to speak 

enq ghlrdke-Ɛ
4

 

This is a fitting remark, 

since mid-nineteenth cen-

tury journal editors were 

not only expected to 

ƏdchsƐ ats nesdm `krn bnm,

tributed most of the arti-

cles and helped to sell the 

publication. Despite the 

obvious difficulties, some 

physicians were inveterate 

and long-time editors: 

Edward Playter, an early 

advocate of public health in Canada, edited a 

succession of six titles, while William Bowman, 

who edited the 22 issues of Canada Lancet be-

tween 1863 and 1864, produced almost half the 

contents of the journal.  

Medical journals usually commenced publica-

tion by sending a free copy of the first issue to 

every medical practitioner they could identify, 

and followed up with plaintive appeals such > 
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Introduction  
Beth Stover,  

Collection Development 

Coordinator  

Canadiana.org  
Over the years, Canadiana.org 

has benefited from the advice 

and enthusiastic support of 

David S. Crawford, formerly the 

Health Sciences Librarian and 

now an Emeritus Librarian at 

McGill University. From assist-

ing us with locating and borrow-

ing rare medical publications 

(most recently, the Osler Li-

aq`qxƍr bnox ne sgd ehqrs ldchb`k

thesis written in CanadaƋ

Vhkkh`l Kdrkhd KnfhdƍrMedical 

inaugural dissertation, on cy-

nanche trachealis, CIHM 

9_08208), to helping us establish 

periodical run dates, David has 

been a loyal, behind-the-scenes 

supporter of Canadiana.org.  

Many of you may know David 

through his ongoing work creat-

ing the online Bibliography of 

Canadian health sciences periodi-

cals 1826-1980 Ƌ a wonderful 

resource frequently consulted by 

our staff.  (The bibliography, 

recently revised, is available at 

 http://internatlibs.mcgill.ca/

bibliography/contents.htm) 

Here, at our invitation, David 

writes about subjects close to his 

heartƋthe evolution of Canadian 

medical bibliography and the 

history of medical publishing in 

Canada.  < 

Canadian health and medical periodicals  
DAVID  S. CRAWFORD, Emeritus Librarian, McGill University  

http://internatlibs.mcgill.ca/bibliography/contents.htm
http://internatlibs.mcgill.ca/bibliography/contents.htm
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as that from the editors of the Canada 

medical journal and monthly record of 

medical and surgical science (CIHM 

8_04196), vgn mnsdc hm 0741+ ƏVd vhkk

go on with the Canada medical journal if 

you pay your subscriptions before the 

first of April next Ɗ if you do not the 

Intqm`k ltrs bd`rd-Ə
5

   

In this case the appeal was apparently 

unsuccessful and the title indeed ceased.
 

 

Similarly, Archibald Hall, who edited 

three journals in Montreal between 1845 

and 1862, wrote this rather sombre obitu-

ary in 1852 for his second title, British 

American medical and physical journal 

(CIHM 8_05181): 

If the Journal is now discontin-

ued, the fault lies not with the 

Editor of the Journal, but with 

those who have proved them-

selves its patrons but in name.... 

And in conclusion, to the Sub-

scribers, Exchanges, and Con-

tributors, the Editor has but to 

say that word, so painfully diffi-

cult to utter after years of inti-

macy, yet indicative of separation 

Ƌ Farewell.
6

 

A 
s E.H. Bensley notes, in his 

biographical entry on Hall, 

ƏThe number of potential sub-

scribers was small and advertising had not 

yet become an important source of reve-

nue. There was always the danger that 

the editor might have to assume personal 

responsibility for debts incurred. Editor-

ship thus required courage and a willing-

ness to make substantial sacrificesƕƐ
7

 

In a 1978 conference paper, Roland re-

ported some of the difficulties encoun-

tered in the preparation of this bibliogra-

phy: 

Canadian health and medical periodicals  
DAVID  S. CRAWFORD                                        from page 5 

... the nineteenth century Cana-

dian medical periodicals are by no 

means widely available, particu-

larly those published before 1900. 

Ne sgd svn gtmcqdc ƕ shskdr hcdm,

tified, the National Library of 

Medicine in Bethesda, Maryland 

holds either the sole extant copy 

or the only (or best) complete run 

of eight titles; a further thirteen 

titles are noted in the bibliogra-

ogx `r Əmns knb`sdcƐ- Sghr k`rs

group describes journals described 

by presumably reliable sources as 

having existed, but we were un-

able to find a copy in any li-

brary.
8

  

 Roland goes on to suggest that their 

bibliography might be used to persuade 

appropriate government agencies or pri-

vate institutions to undertake a micro-

filming project. 

The research and publication of the 1979 

printed bibliography had been supported 

by the Hannah Institute for the History 

of Medicine (which has subsequently 

been re-incorporated into Associated 

Medical Services, AMS). In 1982, AMS 

supported a journal microfilming project 

during which 58 Canadian medical peri-

odical titles (from 1826 to, supposedly, 

1910) were microfilmed.* The resulting 

microfiche set, some of whose journal 

runs are incomplete, includes the bibliog-

raphy itself; Roland was the driving force 

behind this very useful project. [*I say 

ñsupposedlyò because, in fact, several 

titles were filmed for a few additional 

years.]  

In 2002, at a social gathering at the AMS 

offices, the present author had a brief 

conversation with Chuck Roland and Bill 

Seidelman, then the President of AMS, 

and suggested that he would prepare a 

digitized version of the 1979 bibliogra-

phy. This idea was welcomed by them 

and later by Paul Potter.   

While the initial intention was simply to 

digitize the printed publication, on closer 

examination it became evident that revi-

sions and additions were needed.  Dr. 

Roland had collected a few corrections to 

the printed volume, and events such as 

the closure and merger of libraries had 

rendered the location lists for the titles 

quite inaccurate. After considerable 

thought it was decided to eliminate the 

location feature from the online edition 

because the free availability of online 

library catalogues (particularly the Cana-

dian union catalogue AMICUS - http://

www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/amicus/

index-e.html ) makes finding Canadian 

locations very much easier and more 

accurate.   >  

file:///U:\LANDRM\CO%20Bulletins\February%202009\Periodicals%20Crawford%20Canadian%20health%20periodicals%20final%202008.doc#_ftn1#_ftn1
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/amicus/index-e.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/amicus/index-e.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/amicus/index-e.html

